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"GO EXPLORING IN BOOKS"—Librarians as Well as Children 


By Elizabeth H. Lockhart, Public Library Children's Consultant 
Library Extension Division, New York State Library 


As irresistibly as salt and pepper, librarians and books go together 
in the minds of people everywhere. A person entering the library is certain 
that the librarian will not only help him to find the book he wants but 
has undoubtedly read it as well. An assumption such as this can usually 
be modified somewhat in the case of an adult borrower but in the minds of 
the children of our communities, it becomes a solid fact. "You mst read 
all the books". "What's this book about?" "Is this a good book?" "Would 
I like this?" "Is this a mystery?" What is our answer? Whatever it is, 
does it satisfy John and Jane and Timothy? 


We can not help but think of the time Timothy, unsatisfied, walked 
home without a book; the time Jane, almost a fifth-grader, grabbed a bunch 
of “easy" books again; the time John returned halfheartedly to a third re- 
reading of a series of horse stories. 


In our work with children, as librarians whose chief aim is to bring 
them into close acquaintance with good books, whose high hope is to instill 
a love of reading in the hearts of children, we frequently fall short. Not 
because we are not intelligent or hard-working or conscientious, but be- 
cause we don't know enough about our major responsibility, the books in 
our libraries. Indeed we become absorbed with their physical care: how 
many are lost, chewed by puppies, torn by baby brothers; how strong is the 
binding; how large the circulation; the problems of classification, plastic 
jackets, catalog cards, correct position on the shelf. Granted the neces- 
sity for such records and duties, is it not still more important to know 
what is contained between the covers? How often have we heard other li- 
brarians say "I never get time to read"? How often have we ourselves been 
guilty? Each book in our children's collection has been chosen for a spe- 
cial reason with a careful eye on the restricted budget. But as the books 
assemble themselves over the years, do we now recall why we chose, for in- 
stance, The dark pool, Calico bush, Santiago, Call it courage, The ark? 
Does not every librarian wonder about the "insides" of 
all the books in his library? Most especially, the 
children's books. Yes, we make a great point of knowing 
the general contents of the factual books, the geog- 
raphies for each country, including our own; the latest 
science books that we need only call by name to find an 
eager hand to receive them, the how-to-do-it books, the 
nature books, those of prehistoric man and dinosaurs, 
the controlled-vocabulary books, the flavorless biog- 
raphies for reluctant readers. 
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But what is happening to The little bookroom, Big Tiger and Christian, 
Rootabaga stories, Rabbit hill, , Swallows and Amazons? As we painstakingly 
straighten up the books on ‘the shelves before we close at night, our eyes 
inevitably light on certain titles that are seldom absent from their ap- 
pointed places on the shelves. We are in a rush while performing our al- 
most automatic tasks, our minds already ahead of our bodies with plans for 
the evening dinner. Yet there is sure to come a day when we are stopped 
in the middle by our conscience, when we must acknowledge secretly within 
the empty room that we have not read those books and scarcely a child has 
read them either. It is hardly fair to say then "The children in my library 
don't like those kinds of books." "Too highbrow." "Deadwood on the shelves." 
Those books really haven't had a chance. 


How our own lives would expand under the spell of the mysterious land 
of Narnia, the preposterous inventiveness of Pippi Longstocking, the courage 
of Mafatu, the Polynesian boy who was afraid of the sea, the gay abandon 
of little Georgie as he leaps across the Connecticut countryside, the brave 
determination of the Lechow family to hold together the tenuous thread of 
their home! What more joyous experience than to transfer our own sense 
of wonder and excitement to John, to Jane, to Timothy? 


In our preoccupation with the necessary mechanics of our professional 
duties, in our confining interest in the factual needs of our young borrow- 
ers, in our confused efforts to please the educators, who emphasize the 
techniques of reading, let's not forget the heights to which we soared as 
children in our private world of books. Let's not lose sight of our under- 
lying reason for finding ourselves in our present positions. Asked why he 
wishes to become a librarian, every student entering library school includes 
among his reasons: "I have always loved to read."' When a vacancy occurs 
in a library, the person who applied for and filled that vacancy felt im- 
pelled to do so mainly because he thought to himself, "I have always loved 
to read." 


“Let's keep on reading—children's books. As librarians we have more 
incentive than we ever did as private individuals. We have the opportunity 
now to share our reading experiences—with the children of our communities, 
and as we do this, we shall become aware of the periodic absence of those 
titles we had grown accustomed to see in their alphabetical position on the 
fiction shelves. We will know where they are, too. John will have Big 
Tiger and Christian: Jane will be in land of Narma with The lion, the 
witch and the wardrobe; Timothy will have Call it courage; and the new girl 
down the street will have Calico bush. And we, our united conscience with- 
out a prickle, will be serene in our knowledge that in the public library 
we are truly aiding and abetting our children to "Go exploring in books." 
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Selected by Elizabeth H. Lockhart 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Voyage of the Sea Wind, written and illustrated by Hetty Burlingame Beatty. 
Houghton. $3. 

Sandy sails with his father, Captain MacDuff, on the three-masted cargo 
schooner, the Sea Wind, from Boston to Bermuda. Sandy finds a new friend, 
Willie, whose quick thinking saved the ship and whose reward was equally 
pleasing to both boys. The vivid pictures have a strong flavor of the 
sea. Ages 6-8 


Brown cow farm: a counting book; written and illus. by Dahlov Ipcar. 
Doubleday. $2.50. 

A lovely picture book of farm animals for a young child, done in brown 
and green and white. Also nice for counting. Ages 3-5 


Which horse is William? Story and pictures by Karla Koskin. Harper. 
$1.95. 

William finds reassurance from his mother that she would always recog- 
nize her own little boy. Delightful. Amusing pictures. Ages 3-5 


The littlest witch, by Jeanne Massey; illus. by Adrienne Adams. Knopf. 
$2.75. 

Littlest witch misses out on the race to the moon on Halloween but she 
helps a lost kitten and a frightened boy. When the other witches realize 
she is a GOOD witch, they decide to do their best to put up with her. 

A clever story with definite appeal. The illustrations of yellow, gray, 
black and orange create an eerie atmosphere of witches and broomsticks. 
Ages 6-8 


The goings on at Little Wishful, by Warren Miller; illus. by Edward Sorel. 
Little. $2.75. 

The town of Little Wishfyl, separated by a river named Whisper from 
the town of Big Booster, in its effort to surpass Big Booster acquires 
the largest fire engine ever made. In fact, too big for the narrow streets 
of Little Wishful. A delightful solution is found nonetheless. A picture- 
story book of exceptional originality in writing and illustration. Ages 
6-8 


Father Bear comes home, by Else Holmelund Minarik; pictures by Maurice 
Sendak. Harper. $1.95. 

This new story of Little Bear is a gem. A quality of tenderness and 
humor rarely found and the imaginative pictures of Maurice Sendak are just 
right. An "I Can Read" book, but that is incidental. Ages 4-7 





Little hedgehog; story by Gina Ruck-Pauquet; pictures by Marianne Richter. 
Hastings House. $2.75. 

Little hedgehog amuses himself in the little girl's house, even sleeps 
in the frying pan, but when spring comes he longs for his real home in 
the woods. Handsome, colorful pictures. Ages 5-7 
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Puptents and pebbles: a nonsense ABC, by William Jay Smith; illus. by 
Juliet Kepes. Little. $2.75. 
An ABC in rollicking verse. Gay, humorous pictures. Ages 3-5 


FICTION 


A brother for the orphelines, by Natalie Savage Carlson; pictures by Garth 
Williams. Harper. $2.95. 

Those happy orphelines, the 20 little girls who never wanted to be 
separated, are overjoyed to find a baby brother in the bread basket at 
the kitchen door. What a problem for an orphanage of little girls only. 
Charming pictures with a distinct French feeling. Ages 8-10 


The good land, by Loula Grace Erdman. Dodd. $3. 

Carolyn, the youngest of five, at 15 feels uncertain of her status 
within the family and with her own contemporaries. Going to the high 
school in Amarillo becomes something to look forward to, rather then to 
fear, as she makes friends with Elizabeth, a city girl, and becomes sud- 
denly aware of Jim Foster from the neighboring farm. A warm and appealing 
story, the third about the pioneering Pierce family of the Texas Panhandle. 
Ages 11-13 


Tomahawk shadow, by Nancy Faulkner. Doubleday. $2.95. 

Bart Hatherly, apprenticed to a ruthless master in the Plymouth Colony, 
escapes with his life in a blinding snowstorm and is rescued by Manitamchet, 
chief of the Narragansetts. Manitamchet and his adopted daughter, Wandering 
Bird, show him kindness such as he scarcely remembers and lead him to Roger 
Williams and the Providence Plantations. A stirring and provocative story 
of King Philip's War and the involvement of those closest to Bart, both 
English and Indian. Ages 11-15, including Y.A. 


Leap into danger, by Leif Hamre; tr. from the Norwegian by Evelyn Ramsden. 
Harcourt. $2.95. 

A routine flight over the vast northern reaches of Norway turns suddenly 
into a hazardous experience for the two young pilots, Geir Grand and Peter 
Hovden. With an engine failure, the boys parachute into space, finally 
come together and in their crudely made camp face the struggle to survive— 
until the time of rescue. Tremendously exciting, well-written and authorit- 
ative. Ages 11-15, including Y.A. 


Drummer boy for Montcalm, by Wilma Pitchford Hays; illus. by Alan Moylen. 
Viking. $2.75. 

Peter, an orphan stowaway from France and bent on making a place for 
himself in the New World, is caught up immediately in the defense of Quebec. 
His French sympathies aroused, Peter excels as a drummer boy for General 
Montcalm and bravely faces the stark actuality of war, a losing war. Dram- 
atic and revealing historically. Ages 9-11 


Ellen's lion; written and illus. by Crockett Johnson. Harper. $1.95. 

Twelve separate, very short stories in which Ellen and her stuffed lion 
have simple adventures and interesting conversations together. Fun to 
read. Rather whimsical pictures. Ages 6-8 
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The little silver house, by Jennie D. Lindquist; illus. by Garth Williams. 
Harper. $2.75. 

In this heartwarming story of Nancy and her Swedish cousins, the little 
silver house, with its boarded up windows and doors, is an object of mystery 
to the children, never far from their thoughts even in the midst of the 
Long Christmas. Sustained interest. Nice characterization. A sequel to 
The golden name day but complete in itself. Ages 8-10 


































Willie skis, by Jo Norling; pictures by Ernest Norling. Holt. $2.50. 
Although Willie owns a fine pair of skis, he really does not know how 
to ski. How does a new boy in the neighborhood meet this situation when 
the admiring children urge him to go down his first hill? The Norling 
illustrations have a true-to-life quality that matches the story. Nice 
for beginning readers. Ages 7-8 








Tom's midnight garden, by Philippa Pearce; illus. by Susan Einzig. Lip- 
pincott. $3.50. 

Tom's enforced stay with a well-meaning aunt and uncle instead of being 
hopelessly dull as he anticipated, turns into an exciting adventure. It 
is the night he hears the grandfather clock strike 13 that he discovers 
the garden which by day is a cement courtyard. A thought-provoking, im- 
aginative book which could easily prove fascinating to many children. 

Ages 9-11 


The grass was that high, by Dorothy Pitkin. Pantheon. $2.95. 

A summer on a Vermont farm for the purpose of helping Kit's father re- 
gain his health spells boredom and loneliness to the girl from Old Green- 
wich, Conn., separated from her sailboat and her best friend. Training 
a calf to show at the Fair and getting to know l6-year-old Jett Clay 
gives Kit's life purpose and an unexpected touch of magic. High quality 
writing with a swift pace. Ages 11-13 





Esmeralda ahoy: by Elisabeth Fairholme and Pamela Powell; illus. by Peter 
Spier. Doubleday. $2.95. 

The four Lorrimers, ranging in age from 10 to 14, downcast at having 
to spend the summer vacation in the city, rapidly perk up at sight of the 
"Esmeralda," a 15-foot sailboat, in a London shipyard. With their com- 
bined funds, the boat becomes their own and their decision to sail down 
the Thames to the sea and back involves them dangerously with the tugboat 
"Gertie May" and an individual wanted by the police. Ingenious, lively 
adventure within the realm of the possible. Ages 9-11 








Trudi, by Laura Cooper Rendina. Little. $3. 

For Trudi it is a summer of growing up with the same friends and feeling 
a first touch of romantic love. Though not altogether happy, an enchanted 
time in the life-of a girl almost 16. Written with restraint and discern- 
ment. Ages 14-14 





Younger brother, by Gwen Pharis Ringwood. Longmans. $3. 

When Andy Running Wolf is blamed for the continuing cattle theft on the 
neighboring ranch, 14-year-old Brandt Merrill, hoping to absolve the Indian, 
discovers that Hank Symes, his brother's best friend, is involved. The 
consequences, harsh as they are, bring about the boy's mature acceptance 
of life's realities. Fine writing with superb characterization of the boy. 
Recommended for older boys. Ages 12-up, including Y.A. 
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Bad trouble in Miss Alcorn's class, by Alice Rothchild; illus. by Irwin 
Rosenhouse. W.R. Scott. $2.75. 

Even though everyone said Miss Alcorn's class was the best second grade 
any place, first a magnet, then the children's bus money disappears. The 
calm presence of the teacher at each theft gives the opportunity for a fair 
solution, free from resentment. Both conversation and action seem unforced 
and natural. A good book of its kind which children will like. Ages 7-8 


The silver sword, by Ian Serraillier; illus. by C. Walter Hodges. Criterion. 
$3.50. 

As the three Balicki children, reinforced by Jan, a homeless street 
urchin, make their desperate way out of Warsaw in the long trek to reach 
their parents, it is the little silver sword that renews their hope, 
strengthens their determination. A powerful, moving story, based upon 
fact, of children caught in the middle of war. Ages 10-13 


Badger's wood, by Elleston Trevor; illus. by Leslie Atkinson. Criterion. 
$3. 

The fierce loyalty of the Badger, Potter the Otter, Digger Mole and 
all the other folk of the Deep Wood gives them courage and force to meet 
with success the ruthless attack of an intruding band of water rats and 
the captain, Black Otter. Irresistible in its charm and humor. Ages 8-10 


The girl from nowhere, by Hertha von Gebhardt; tr. from the German by James 
Kirkup. Criterion. $3.25. 

Magdalene is first seen by the children on the street sitting under 
the lamppost. Even as they become acquainted with her, she remains a child 
of mystery. It is the eldest of the children, Helmut, whose unexpected 
kindness to Magdalene shames the others into more tender feelings. Un- 


usual character delineation and mounting interest of plot make this an 
outstanding book. Ages 9-11 


NONFICTION 


Men, moss and reindeer: the challenge of Lapland, by Erick Berry. Coward. 
$2.50. 

An excellent book about Lapland and the Laplanders, history, geography 
and customs, giving a good picture of a rigorous way of life. Photographs 
and map included. Index. Ages 9-11 


Kessler. Crowell. 

Facts about the moon and our progress in approaching it set forth with 
clarity for the youngest readers. Large print. Interesting diagrams. 
Very good. Ages 6-8 


Plastic magic: The material of a million uses, by C. B. Colby. Coward. 
$2. 

Plastics, their history, today's variety and infinite uses, presented 
in brisk style to capture the interest of a nine-year-old. Lots of photo- 
graphs. Valuable information. Ages 9-13 


Before and after dinosaurs, by Lois and Louis Darling. Morrow. $2.95. 
An informative history of evolution in the great reptile family from 
which all land and sea creatures are actually descended, giving the reader 
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a wide sweep of our changing earth and the adaptation of life upon it. 
Plentiful illustration. Also diagrams. Ages 9-12 








The book of experiments, by Leonard de Vries. Macmillan. $3. 

Contains 150 experiments of the widest variety, giving in each case the 
materials necessary. Specific headings, in table of contents, such as: 
experiments with air, experiments with forces, electrical experiments etc. 
None appears to be too complicated. The book, as a whole, is completely 
fascinating, and, I should think will be satisfying to its users. Ages 9-11 


A way of knowing, a collection of poems for boys; comp. by Gerald D. McDonald. 
Crowell. $3.50. 

A vigorous and wide selection of poetry, especially for boys, grouped 
under headings pleasing to the male eye, such as "Fur, Fin and Feather", 
"Live and Learn", "Stand and Stare''. Recommended. Ages ll-up 













The Helen Keller story, by Catherine Owen Peare. Crowell. $2.75. 

An impressive biography of Helen Keller, the child who was deaf and 
blind, and therefore mute, who became, with the loving, intelligent guid- 
ance of Anne Sullivan Macy, a graduate of Radcliffe College, a most potent 
force in coordinating the work with the blind as both writer and lecturer 
and an outstanding woman of the world. An objective biography giving the 
full view, at the same time compassionate and personal. Ages ll-up, in- 
cluding Y.A. 























I Mary: a biography of the girl who married Abraham Lincoln, by Ruth Painter 
Randall. Little. $3.50. 

A romantic biography of Mary Todd Lincoln which not only shows her to 
be a loving, generous-hearted girl but gives definite clues to her serious 
instability of temperament. An interesting historical picture of the Civil 
War period. Ages 12-15, including Y.A. 
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BOOK WEEK—November 1-7, 1959 


"Go Exploring in Books" 





Explore the world! Discover why 
Planets whirl about the sky 

Make new friends and meet new faces 
Read of far-off, golden places. 

How people love, how fairies look ... 
All the world is in a book! 








The poem above was composed especially for 
National Children's Book Week by Betty Miles 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor Laura E. McDowell 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


Aldridge, A.O. Man of reason; the life of Thomas Paine. Lippincott. 
$6. 

Using documents, letters and essays hitherto unpublished, this lively 
narrative re-creates the difficult, versatile 18th century personality 
who was the "literary-politico guide of the American nation." Portrait. 
Notes, index. B or 92 


Armour, R.W. Drug store days; my youth among the pills & potions. 
McGraw-Hill. $3.50. 

The author of the popular satires on history warmly and amusingly re- 
calls his "semi-idyllic" years in Pomona, Calif., 1912-18, the excite- 
ment of helping in his father's store and the vicissitudes of life under 
dominating Granny's rule of household and business. Drawings. 817.52 


*Babson, T.E. & Babson, D.L. Investing for a successful future; how 
to surmount rising prices and higher taxes. Macmillan. $4.95. 
Geared to present economic conditions, this valuable guide examines 
various American industries as investment prospects for individuals 
or families and suggests a practical program for accumulating finan- 
cial reserves. Tables, appendix, index. 332.6 

*In Financial facts of life; hw to read a financial statement, by D.I. 
Rogers (Holt. $2.95. 657.3), the financial editor of the New York 
Herald Tribune, using sample sheets from actual reports, explains what 
the figures in annual statements mean, enabling the prospective buyer 
to choose a sound investment program. Index. 


YP *Bach, Marcus. Major religions of the world. Abingdon. $1. 

RH An authority in the field of comparative religion, the author has vis- 
ited the native countries of the beliefs discussed in this concise, 
popularly written study which aims to "discover what each faith does 
in and for the lives of its adherents." Index. 290 


Beach, Sylvia. Shakespeare and Company. Harcourt. $4.50. 
Conversationally written record of the unique Paris Left Bank bookshop 
which was the meeting place of American writers and their friends in 
the 1920s, by the founder who published Joyce's controversial Ulysses 
and knew him well. Photographs. Index. 818 .54 


Beatty, Jerome, Jr. Show me the way to go home; the commuter story. 
Crowell. $3.95. 

Daily train travel, an acute problem for workers everywhere, is wittily 
and intelligently discussed by a writer and editor who shows every 

flaw in the commuting game. Appendixes. 385.1 
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YP *Borland, H.G. 
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The enduring pattern. Simon & Schuster. $5. 

The noted countryman, weekly contributor to the Sunday New York Times 
editorial page, reports in philosophical, rhythmic prose his answers 

to the questions, "Who am I? Where am I? What time is it?" Drawings. 
574.04 


YP *Boykin, E.C. Sea devil of the Confederacy; the story of the Florida 


and her captain, John Newland Maffitt. Funk. $4.95. 

Well-researched biography of the officer whose dramatic feats as raider 
and blockade runner wreaked havoc on Yankee shipping and made him the 
object of fruitless pursuit by the Union navy throughout the Civil War. 
Photographs. Appendix, bibliography, index. 973.757 


Burke, M.C. The executive secretary. Doubleday. $3.95. 

Mrs. Dale Carnegie's secretary helpfully discusses "techniques for 
success in a secretarial career" (subtitle) that include tact and psy- 
chology, aptitude for the job, knowledge of self and others and relation 
to the business itself. 651.37 






Campanella, Roy. It's good to be alive. Little. $4.50. 
Conversational reminiscences by the genial Dodgers star about his 
Philadelphia background, baseball experiences and associates, and the 
crippling accident in 1958 from which he has happily emerged to affirm 
his courageous spirit. Photographs. B or 92 


Childs, MW. & Reston, James, eds. Walter Lippmann and his times. 
Harcourt. $3.95. 

A combined biography by 12 men of attainment who evaluate the work and 
contribution to American society of the eminent columnist and political 
philosopher, honoring his 70th birthday (Sept. 23, 1959). Note on con- 
tributors, index. B or 92 


Chute, M.G. Two gentle men; the lives of George Herbert and Robert 
Herrick. Dutton. $5. 

In bringing to life two little-known 17th century poets, the biographer 
of Shakespeare, Chaucer and Jonson illuminates with scholarly grace 

a turbulent period in English history which undervalued the "ruler of 
words."' Appendix, bibliography, index. B or 92 


Clifton, Mark. Opportunity unlimited; what management is looking for 
in you. Chilton. $3.95. 

Directed primarily to recent college graduates, but also instructive 
to counselors and the employed, this tested "handbook of guidance" 
discusses attitudes and temperament, business structure and actually 
how to find a job and build a career. Index. 658.3 
The strategy of earning a better living, by J.Z. Willing (Holt. $3.25. 
339.4) is a challenging, informed presentation by an experienced con- 
sultant who uses composite cases to illustrate general principles and 
specific applications for men and women who seek or hold jobs. Index. 
In The art of working with people, by Edward Hodnett (Harper. $3.95. 
150. 13), tl the director of of public relations, Dow Corning Corporation, 
offers well-based advice on the understanding of problems and people 
and better ways of communication and negotiation. Index. 


*Engle, Paul. Poems in praise. Random. $3.50. 


With warmth and understandable imagery the Iowa author affirms his 
faith in people, children, the war dead, places and other subjects. 
Largely reprinted from magazines. 811.5 
OQ to be a dragon, by Marianne Moore (Viking. $2.75. 811.5) contains 
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15 new contributions in the famed poet's pointed, highly original style. 
Summer knowledge; new and selected poems, 1938-1958, by Delmore Schwartz 
(Doubleday. $4.95. 811.52) is a rich and multicolored assembly of 
verse on divers themes. 


*Flexner, J.T. Mohawk baronet; Sir William Johnson of New York. Harper. 
$6. 
A readable, well-documented biography that narrates the career of the 
influential, 18th century, American frontiersman who, an Irish immi- 
grant, became an English nobleman and Indian chief, a general, million- 
aire and statesman who colonized the Mohawk Valley. Maps, photographs. 
Sources, references, index. B or 92 


Gallenkamp, Charles. Maya; the riddle and rediscovery of a lost civ- 
ilization. McKay. $5.50. 

Writing for the general reader, a young archeologist recounts his ex- 
periences in Central America and discusses the work of Mayan scholars, 
excavating problems and methods, offering an interesting account of 
the rise and fall of Mayan culture. Map, photographs, drawings. Bib- 
liography, index. 972.015 


Gresham, W.L. Houdini, the man who walked through walls. Holt. $4.50. 
Lively, authentic biography of the Hungarian rabbi's son who became 

the world-famous escape artist, explaining how Houdini worked many of 
his audience-baffling feats and dispelling the myth of his supernatural 
powers. Photographs. "Opinionated bibliography". B or 92 


*Hart, Moss. Act one; an autobiography. Random. $5. 

A stage-struck Bronx boy's agonizing apprenticeship before reknown as 
playwright and theatrical director is evoked with sensitivity, truth 
and subtle humor in a book of memories that pays special credit to the 
influence of Grandfather, Aunt Kate and George S. Kaufman. B or 92 


*Hass, Hans. We come from the sea; tr. from the German. Doubleday. 
$6.50. 
In superb photographs and fascinating text, a well-known marine biol- 
ogist describes his undersea adventures and discoveries on expeditions 
to the Red Sea, the Caribbean and Galapagos Islands, discussing the 
changes that modern equipment and techniques have brought in underwater 
exploration. Maps, photographs. Bibliography, index. 591.92 


*Hitt, R.T. Jungle pilot; the life and witness of Nate Saint. Harper. 
$3.75. 

Made up largely of the subject's own writings, this absorbing biography 
captures the spirit of the dedicated flyer who joined the Missionary 
Aviation Fellowship in Ecuador "to harness aviation to the needs of 

the mission field" and with four of his group was killed by savage Auca 
Indians in 1956. Photographs. B or 92 


Huxley, A.L. Collected essays. Harper. $5. 
Essays "of every size and shape and color" written during the past 
four decades by the distinguished author. 824.914 


Huxley, Mrs. E.J.G. The flame trees of Thika; memories of an African 
childhood. Morrow. $4. 

Freshly depicting the unorthodox behavior of natives and neighbors, 
this vivid account of pioneering in British East Africa conveys a six- 
year-old's impressions of her parents’ attempt to create a coffee plan- 
tation out of the 500 acres they had rashly purchased in 1913. 828.912 
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Kieran, John. A natural history of New York City. Houghton. $5.75. 
"A personal report after fifty years study & enjoyment of wildlife 
within the boundaries of Greater New York" (subtitle), that opens our 
eyes to the variety of adventures possible in the densely populated 
metropolis. Map, illustrations. Reference books, index. 574.97472 


Kilbracken, J.R.G., baron. Moscow gatecrash; a peer behind the curtain. 
Houghton. $3.50. 

Lord Kilbracken zestfully reports his latest adventures in maintaining 
his ancestral estate in Ireland, which included officially escorting 
Jayne Mansfield during a film premiere in London, interviewing Khrushchev 
and Pasternak and covering the celebration of the Russian Revolution 
anniversary for the London Daily Express. 914.7 

A silver-plated spoon, by J.R.R. Bedford, 13th duke of (Doubleday. 
$4.50. B or 92) relates with wit and candor the unexpected inheritance 
of Woburn Abbey and phenomenally successful efforts to keep the historic 
old house in the family by opening it to the public. Photographs. 


Lewis, M.M. How children learn to speak. Basic Bks. $3. 

Parents and all concerned with children will value this clear explana- 
tion by the Director of the Institute of Education, University of 
Nottingham, of the growth of speech from first noises and babbling to 
the beginning of imitation, dialog and the use of human language. 
Charts. Notes and references, index. 136.7 


YP *McGinley, Phyllis. The province of the heart. Viking. $3. 


RH 


With both "mild mockery" and "passionate concern" the well-known verse 


writer considers a wealth of subjects including the joys of suburbia, 


the younger generation, the presidential candidate, and marriage vs. 
careers. The essays appeared originally in various magazines. 814.52 


YP *Maurois, Andre. The life of Sir Alexander Fleming, discoverer of 


R 


PR 


an 


YP 
RH 


penicillin; tr. from the French. Dutton. $5. 

A well-rounded portrait of the brilliant, laconic scientist, depicting 
his boyhood on a Scottish farm, the research years in London which led 
to world acclaim, and the man himself, described by an associate as a 
"thoroughbred human-being." Photographs. Bibliography, index. B or 92 


Morris, James. The Hashemite kings. Pantheon. $4.50. 

The complex and turbulent Anglo-Hashemite relationship over the past 

half century is the subject of an intensely absorbing account of Arabian 
history in which many prominent persons of our time, some known to the 
writer, are characterized. Photographs. Index. 956.9 


Mydans, Carl. More than meets the eye. Harper. $4. 

In terse, dramatic prose, the distinguished photographer-journalist 
for Life magazine recounts his experiences and observations during 
World War II and after, leaving unforgettable impressions of people 
and incidents, funny and sad. B or 92 


Peale, N.V. The amazing results of positive thinking. Prentice-Hall. 
$3.50. 

A collection of case histories, combining the experiences of many 
persons whose lives have been changed by the practical application of 
the principles suggested in his best seller, The power of positive 
thinking. (1952) 248 


Pollak, Betty. Manhattan transplant. Crowell. $3.50. 
The author's two young daughters, their roots in the Midwest, resented 
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the move from Antioch College to Columbia University for their father's 
sabbatical and this is the engaging report of the family's adventures 
and happy adjustment to big city life. Drawings. 917.471 


YP *Sevareid, Eric, ed. Candidates 1960; behind the headlines in the 

RH presidential race. Basic Bks. $4.95. 
The editor's forthright preface on "The Ideal Candidate" and an im- 
portant symposium by nine Washington: reporters offer unbiased analyses 
of possible presidential nominees in an attempt to "alert the intelligent 
voter" before the pressure of political polls and national conventions 
can unduly influence his judgment. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


YP Singh, Kesri. One man and a thousand tigers. Dodd. $3.50. 

R From 37 years' association with the Indian Game Department the author 
writes excitingly of his tiger-hunting experiences, organized "shoots" 
and the various methods of tracking wild animals. Photographs. 799.27 


YP *Skinner, C.0. The ape in me. Houghton. $3. 

RH In 12 entertaining sketches the popular actress-author good-naturedly 
vents her spleen on many of life's little annoyances, poking fun at 
her own and others’ reactions to familiar situations. Drawings. 817.52 


Taber, Mrs. G.B. Stillmeadow sampler. Lippincott. $4.50. 

Latest of the series on country living, in which the author describes 
the rewards that work and leisure on her 40-acre New England farm bring 
with the changing seasons, injecting culinary suggestions, literary 
comment and down-to-earth philosophy into her delightful account. 
Drawings. 818.52 


Shawn, Ted. Thirty-three years of American dance (1927-1959) and The 
American ballet. The Author, P.O. Box 87, Lee, Mass. $4. 

An illuminating survey of the development of the American dance in the 
past three decades prefaces the prophetic work, The American ballet 
(1926) newly issued by the renowned dancer, choreographer, teacher 

and founder of the dance festival at Jacob's Pillow, Mass. and, with 
his wife, Ruth St. Denis, of the Denishawn School and The Denishawn 
Dancers. Quarto with full-page illustrations. 793.32 


Taylor, W.B. & others. Stories and pictures of Charlton, New York. 
The author, Middle Grove, N.Y. $2.50; $3. after Dec. l. 

History and folklore of the “southwesterly town" of Saratoga County, 
illustrated by 46 pictures of bygone days. 974.748 


Thruelsen, Richard, & Kobler, John, eds. Adventures of the mind; 
from the Saturday Evening Post. Knopf. $4.50. 

Twenty-one thoughtful contributions to an appraisal of our time in 
the light of the past; stimulating and important. Notes on writers, 
further reading. 301 


YP Toland, John. Battle; the story of the Bulge. Random. $4.75. 

R Based upon travels through the entire terrain and interviews with 
soldiers and civilians of the countries involved, this day-by-day 
account of retreat and progress dramatically reconstructs America's 
greatest engagement in World War II. Map, photographs. Index. 940.54 

YP *Trapp, Mrs. M.A. & Murdoch, R.T. A family on wheels. Lippincott. 

RH $3.95. 

"Further adventures of the Trapp family singers" (subtitle), covering 
the years 1949 to the final tour in 1955 and describing with warmth 
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and humor their beautiful headquarters in Stowe, Vt. and incidents 
during their American and foreign engagements. Photographs. B or 92 


Wouk, Herman. This is my God. Doubleday. $3.95. 

The popular novelist and playwright offers interested readers of all 
faiths a "general guide" to Judaism, including history, a description 
of the festivals and a statement of personal, deeply felt belief in 
Orthodoxy. Notes, glossary, book list. 296 





Fiction 









Auchincloss, Louis. Pursuit of the prodigal. Houghton. $3.75. 
A sophisticated, modern story, absorbing while analatyical, about a 
wealthy scion of a Long Island family who rebels against the secure 
and traditional and, after divorce, seeks fulfillment in marriage to 
a successful woman editor. 


























YP Burman, B.L. The Street of the Laughing Camel. McGraw-Hill. $3.95. 
R  Yance Collum from Texas is the ungrammatical narrator of the hilarious 
adventures of an ex-G.I. who sets up a laundry in Algeria with the 

help of a thieving Arab and meets a missionary with one convert and 
a beautiful, native girl. 





*Cost, March, pseud. A woman of letters. Lippincott. $3.75. 
In a fascinating, sophisticated novel written with subtlety and charm, 
Damaris Ure, at the height of her literary career and on the eve of 
General Wavell's memorial service in Westminster Abbey, reflects on 
her past—the childhood infatuation that became a lifetime love, early 
days as post girl in the Scottish Highlands and her difficult road to 
success. 





YP *Costain, T.B. The darkness and the dawn. Doubleday. $3.95. 

R Stirring re-creation of the time of Attila the Hun—his Court of the 
Royal Wives, march on Rome and the barbaric customs of the period— 
colorful, action-packed, tempestuous, centering in golden-haired Ildico 
who rode a great, black race horse and loved gentle Nicolan. 


*Deal, Borden. The insolent breed. Scribner. $4.95. 
When gay, wandering Shade Motley with his fiddle settles in a strait- 
laced Southern hamlet the resulting feud with the fanatic preacher 
eventually forces him to move, and this poignant, three-generation 
tale follows Shade and his five motherless children to radio fame as 
a family string band, incidentally tracing folk music from hillbilly 
tunes to jazz. 








Dermout, Maria. 
$3. 

Through the eyes of small, imaginative "Rick," the daily happenings 
on a sugar plantation in Java 50 years ago are revealed to the reader 
and in poetic prose tension, romance and death are subtly evoked. 


Yesterday; tr. from the Dutch. Simon & Schuster. 













PR *Drury, Allen. Advise and consent. Doubledav. $5.75. 
When the United States President in a regime later than our own ap- 
points controversial Bob Leffingwell as Secretary of State, the re- 
quired ratification by the Senate stirs up feuds that are effectively 
depicted in a detailed and fascinating chronicle of Washington society 
and politics, leaning a bit toward the melodramatic. 
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Esfandiary, Fereidoun. The day of sacrifice. McDowell. $3.95. 
Ironically depicts the fumbling attempts of an indolent young Asian 
to warn the Minister of the Interior in Teheran of a plot to murder 
him and suggests the confused, political unrest in the East today. 
Sophisticated. 


Howe, H.H. The fires of autumn. Harper. $3.95. 

Visiting Aunt Bee at Cranford, Maine, "Little Beatrice", nearing 40, 
gains insight, in this witty novel of feminine appeal, into the hidden 
lives of five, well-to-do widows 20 or more years older, and also into 
her own disrupted marriage. 


Keyes, Mrs. F.P.W. Station wagon in Spain. Farrar. $3.95. 

The romantic adventures of a young New England college teacher who, 
thanks to a lately inherited fortune, spends his sabbatical in Spain 
rescuing an impoverished nobleman from prison, whose attractive daugh- 
ter becomes his bride. 


Lavin, Mary. Selected stories. Macmillan. $3.95. 

Twelve delicately fashioned tales that delineate character well and 

are often concerned with death. Some have been previously printed. 
The same door, by John Updike (Knopf. $3.75.) contains 16 sensitive 
stories with natural dialog, mainly dealing with the interplay of 
personality. All appeared in The New Yorker. 

In Add a dash of pity, by Peter Ustinov (Little. $3.75.), eight enter- 
taining, dramatic stories with surprise endings were written at the 
suggestion of Atlantic Monthly. 


*Lofts, Mrs. N.R. The town house; the building of the house. Double- 
day. $4.50. 


In an absorbing chronicle brilliantly depicting medieval England through 
three generations, five characters tell the story of Martin Reed, an 
escaped serf who became a prosperous wool merchant. 


Macken, Walter. Seek the fair land. Macmillan. $3.95. 

His wife murdered, Dominick MacMahon with his young son and daughter 
and a wounded priest escapes from sacked Drogheda to the mountainous 
west in a vivid tale of 17th century Ireland at the time of Cromwell's 
violent efforts to exterminate all Catholics. 


Morris, Edita. The flowers of Hiroshima. Viking. $3.50. 

A guileless American businessman, Sam Willoughby, lodges with a Jap- 
anese family in Hiroshima and despite the young matron-narrator's 
wish to conceal the evil effects of the fateful bombing, this touch- 
ingly simple novel finds Sam learning the truth to his great distress. 


Myrivilis, Stratis. The mermaid madonna; tr. from the Greek. Crowell. $5. 
Exquisite tale set on a small Aeolian island after World War I. 


Petrakis, H.M. Lion at my heart. Littie. $3.95. 

Greek-American life in Chicago's steel center is skilfully evoked in 
a moving, realistic but sensitive novel of the conflict between a 
tradition-bound father and his older, Americanized son who marries a 
lovely, Irish girl. 


Rasmussen, Gerhard. No leave for the captain; tr. from the Danish. 
Crowell. $3. 

Who will be the survivor of a dangerous, mine-testing job in World War 
II is determined in a tense, absorbing story. 
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Free and Juexpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Laura A. Greene, Reference Section 


For the Classroom Teacher 





Alexander, W.M. Are you a good teacher? Rinehart and Co. Inc., 232 Madison 
Ave., New York 16. 1959. 5/7p. 












Bard, Harry. Homework, a guide for secondary school teachers. Rinehart 
& Co. Inc., 232 Madison Ave., New York 16. 1958. 58p. $1. 

















Burrows, A.T. Teaching composition. (What research says to the teacher 
no. 18). National Education Assoc. Department of Classroom Teachers. 
1201 16th St. N.W. Washington 6, D.C. 1959. 32p. 25¢. 









Gallagher, J.J. The gifted child in the elementary school. (What research 
says to the teacher no. 17). National Education Assoc. Department of 
Classroom Teachers. 1201 16th St. N.W. Washington 6, D.C. 1959. 32p. 
2S¢. 


Johnson, Wendell. Children with speech and hearing impairment: preparing 
to work with them in the schools. (U.S. Office of Education Bulletin 
1959 no. 5). U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C. 
32p. 20¢. 






Kingsly, Bernard. Reading skills; simple games, aids and devices to 
stimulate reading skills in the classroom. Fearon Publishers, 2263 
Union St., San Francisco 23, California. 1958. 3lp. $1. 























Meredith, Paul and Landin, Leslie. One hundred activities for gifted 
children. Fearon Publishers, 2263 Union St., San Francisco 23, 
California. 1957. -32p. $l. 





Methods and materials for enrichment in fourth and fitth grades; activities 
of Demonstration Research Group, Kent State University School, June 
2l-July 30, 1954. (Bull. v. 43 no. 2) Kent State University, Kent, 
Ohio. 1955. S59p. $l. 


Milstein, Elinore. Language arts can be creative. National Education 
Assoc. Kindergarten-Primary Education Department. 1201 16th St. N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. 1959. $1. 


National Council of Teachers of Mathematics. Mathematics for the academ- 
ically talented student. National Education Assoc., 1201 16th St. N.W. 
Washington 6, D.c. 1959. 48p. 60¢. 


National Education Association. Department of Kindergarten-Primary Edu- 
cation. Plus values. The Association, 1201 16th St. N.W. Washington 
6, D.C. 1956.: 24. $1. 
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National Education Association. Project on the Academically Talented 
Student. Mathematics for the academically talented student. The 
Association, 1201 16th St. N.W. Washington 6, D.C. 1959. 48p. 60¢. 


National Science Teachers Association. Science for the academically tal- 
ented student. National Education Assoc., 1201 16th St. N.W. Washington 
6, D.C. 1959. 63p. 60¢. 


O'Connor, Patricia. Modern foreign languages in the secondary school: pre- 
reading instruction. (Circular 583) U.S. Office of Education. Wash- 
ington 25, D.C. 1959. 45p. 


Snader, D.W. Mathematics books for mathematics teachers. (Circular 584) 
U.S. Office of Education) Washington 25, D.C. 1959. 7p. 


Snader, D.W. Mathematics books for secondary school students. (Circular 
586) U.S. Office of Education, Washington 25, D.C. 1959. Illp. 


Snader, D.W. A selected list of professional reference books on the 
teaching of secondary school mathematics. (Circular 585) U.S. Office 
of Education. Washington 25, D.C. 1959. 8p. 


Syracuse, N.Y. Board of Education. Curriculum and Textbook Committees in 
science, K-12. Aviation units for the intermediate grades. National 
Aviation Education Council. Materials of Instruction Committee. 1025 
Connecticut Ave. N.W. Washington 6, D.C. 1959. 3lp. 50¢. 


Thorpe, L.P. and others. Studying social relationships in the classroom: 
sociometric methods for the teacher. Science Research Associates, 57 
W. Grand Ave., Chicago 11, Ill. 1959. 49p. 


For the Guidance Counselor 


Carlson, T.E. Guide to the National Defense Education Act of 1958. (U.S. 
Office of Education Circular 553) U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D.C. 1959. 32p. 30¢. 


Chamber of Commerce of the U.S. Education Department. How to plan career 
conferences for teen-agers. The Chamber, 1615 H St. N.W. Washington 
6, D.C. 1958. 22p. 60¢. 


Science Research Associates. Preparing students for college, prep. by 
E. Diamond. Science Research Associates, 57 W. Grand Ave., Chicago 
a, Bi. BWR. Ga. 


Seagal, David and others. An approach to individual analysis in educational 
and vocational guidance. (U.S. Office of Education Bulletin 1959 no. 
1) U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C. 39p. 30¢. 


Whitelaw, J.B. and Friedlander, Florence. Teaching opportunities. (Circu- 
lar 589) U.S. Office of Education; Washington 25, D.C. 1959. 39p. 


Wright, G.S. High school curriculum organization patterns and graduation 
requirements in fifty large cities. (Circular 587) U.S. Office of 
Education. Washington 25, D.C. 1959. 28p. 
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For the Supervisor and Administrator 


American Association of School Administrators. Disaster protection hand- 
book for school administrators. National Education Assoc., 1201 Six- 
teenth St. N.W. Washington 6, D.C. 1959. 40p. 







American Federation of Teachers. Discipline, what for and how? The Fed- 
eration, 28 East Jackson Blvd., Chicago 4, Ill. 1957. 30p. 60¢. 












Articles of special interest to administrators, a few selected reprints 
from the NEA Journal 1958-59. American Assoc. of School Administrators, 
National Education Assoc., 1201 16th St. N.W. Washington 6, D.C. 3lp. 











Cundiff, R.E., comp. One hundred and one magazines for schools, grades 
1-12. 3d ed. Tennessee Book Co., 126 3d Ave. N., Nashville, Tenn. 
1959. 25p. We. 








Junior High School Principals Assoc., New York City. The gifted child 
in the Junior high schools. New York City Board of Education, 110 
Livingston St., Brooklyn 1, New York. 1958. 20p. 












National Education Association. Committee on Tax Education and School 
Finance. Does better education cost more? The Association, 1201 16th 
St. N.W. Washington 6, D.C. 1959. 44p. 50¢. 













National Education Association. Department of Audio-Visual Instruction 
and Department of Rural Education. The cooperative approach to audio- 
visual programs: a project of the committee on County Cooperative Pro- 

grams. The Association, 1201 16th St. N.W. Washington 6, D.C. 1959. 

80p. $1.50. 










Reid, Seerley and others. A directory of 3660 16mm film libraries. (U.S. 
Office of Education Bulletin 1959 no. 4) U.S. Government Printing 
Office Washington 25, D.C. 236p. $1. 








Terrell, W.B. Standards for survey of reading material in public school, 
including score form. Gulf School Research Development Assoc., 3801 
Cullen Blvd., Houston 4, Texas. 1958. 77p. $1.25. 











Trump, J.L. Images of the future; a new approach to the secondary school. 
Committee on the experimental study of the utilization of the staff in 
the secondary school, 200 Gregory Hall, Urbana, Ill. 1959. 46p. Gratis. 
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PHONOGRAPH RECORDS FOR YOU — Suggested by Nettie G. Howard 


Many of you have been writing us to ask about the opera, operetta and 
musical comedy phonorecords. We are happy to say that they are ready for 
circulation. This is a partial listing of titles. 


Public libraries serving less than 10,000 people may borrow phono- 
records for a three-month period. There is no obligation to keep them for 
the full three months. We would prefer having the discs returned if they 
are not being used. There is particular need for the foreign language 
records because of an increasing demand for this material. 


Write to Traveling Libraries - Phonograph Record Service, Room 335, 
Education Building, Albany 1, New York. 


ALL PHONORECORDS ARE 33 1/3 rpm 


Musical Comedy 


Fields and Chodorov - Wonderful Rodgers and Hammerstein - 
town Flower drum song 

Kern - Show boat (with orig. cast Rodgers and Hammerstein - 
of 1946 Broadway revival) Oklahoma (orig. cast) 

Kerr - Goldilocks (orig. Broadway Rodgers and Hammerstein - 
cast) South Pacific 


era 


Bizet - Carmen Verdi - Forza del destino (comp. 
Donizetti - Lucia di Lammermoor recording) 

Mozart - Magic flute Verdi - Rigoletto (comp. recording) 
Mozart - Nozze di Figaro Verdi - Traviata (comp. recording) 
Puccini - Madam Butterfly Wagner - Die meistersinger 

Strauss, R. - Rosenkavalier Wagner - Lohengrin (comp. record- 
Verdi - Aida (comp. recording) ing) 


Operetta 


Gershwin - Porgy and Bess Lehar - Gypsy love (comp. record- 
Gilbert and Sullivan - H.M.S. ing) 

Pinafore Lehar - Merry widow (comp. re- 
Gilbert and Sullivan - Mikado cording) 
Gilbert and Sullivan - Patience Strauss, J. - Fledermaus 
Gilbert and Sullivan-Princess Ida Strauss, J. - Gypsy Baron 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


Recent Accessions 


a4 


Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Ethel Lansing, Order Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


ADMINISTRATION 


Basil, D.C. Organization and control of the smaller enterprise. Minneap- 
olis, University of Minnesota Press, 1959. 97p. (University of 
Minnesota. Studies in economics and business, no. 20) 658 .9B311 


Dalton, Melville. Men who manage; fusions of feeling and theory in admin- 
istration. New York, Wiley -19597 318p. $658D152 


Dimock, M.E. Administrative vitality; the conflict with bureaucracy. 
pist ed.7 New York, Harper 71959, 298p. 658D578av 


BIOGRAPHY 


Astor, Mary. My story: an autobiography. ,;lst ed.j Garden City, N.Y., 
Doubleday, 1959. 332p. 792Za85a 


Lewis, Anna. Chief Pushmataha, American patriot; the story of the Choctaws' 


struggle for survival. ¢lst edy New York, Exposition Press ,-1959,; 
204p. (A Lochinvar book) 970 .2P987 


BUSINESS & ECONOMICS 
Bratt, E.C. Business forecasting. New York, McGraw-Hill, 1958. 366p. 
338 .544B824 


Smith, A.H. Economics for our times, by Augustus H. Smith, in consultation 
with Emile Benoit. Consulting editor: S. Howard Patterson. Student 
activities: Ruth E. Miller. 3d ed. New York, McGraw-Hill ,1959 7 
596p. 330S64a 


Smith, Lawrence. Money, credit, and public policy. Boston, Houghton 
Mifflin -1959, 757p. 332 .4S8654 


CHILD MANAGEMENT 
Glueck, Sheldon. The problem of delinquency. Boston, Houghton Mifflin 
21959, 1183p. 364 . 360826567 


Goodman, David. A parents' guide to the emotional needs of children. With 
an introd. by Marynia Farnham. ,-lst ed.j New York, Hawthorn Books 
c19593 «0318p. 649 .1G653 


CONGRESS & THE CABINET 


Burnham, James. Congress and the American tradition. Chicago, H. Regnery 
Co., 1959. 33. $328 .73B966 
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Fenno, R.F. The President's Cabinet; an analysis in the period from Wilson 
to Eisenhower. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Press, 1959. 
327p. (Harvard political studies) $353 .05F338 


SINGING, SKETCHING, WHITTLING 


Hunt, W.B. Whittling with Ben Hunt. Milwaukee, Bruce Pub. Co. 19593 
160p. 736 .4H943 


Leisy, J.F. Let's all sing. ,;Songs for many occasions, Illustrated by 
Bob Johnstone. New York, Abingdon Press ,.¢19597 176p. 784.8L532 


Pitz, H.C. Sketching with the felt-tip pen; a new artist's tool. New York, 
Studio Publications -19595 62p. 741 .26P692s 


THEATER 


Hewitt, B.W. Theatre U.S.A., 1668 to 1957. New York, McGraw-Hill, 1959. 
528p. 792 .0973H611 


Lynch, W.F. The image industries. New York, Sheed and Ward ,1959, 159p. 
791.4013L987 
TRANSPORTATION 


Hornung, C.P. Wheels across America; a pictorial cavalcade illustrating 
the early development of vehicular transportation. New York, A.S. 
Barnes £19593 34lp. 385 .097 3qH816 


Lucas, W.A. Locomotives and cars since 1900. New York, Simmons-Boardman 
Pub. Corp. ,19593 119p. 625 .2084qL9 33 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Crook, R.H. No South or North. St. Louis, Bethany Press ,1959, 12l1p. 
261 .83C948 


Ford, N.D. The fiesta lands; through Mexico and Central America on a 
shoestring. What to see, where to stay, eat, and shop, how to say 
it in Spanish. 6th ed. Greenlawn, N.Y. Harian Publications; trade 
distributor: Greenberg ¢New York, 1959. 212p. 917 .2F71lla 


Hicks, T.G. Successful technical writing; technical articles, papers, 
reports, instruction and training manuals, and books. New York, 
McGraw-Hill, 1959. 294p. 808 .066H631 


Irish, M.D. The politics of American democracy by Marian D. Irish gandz 
James W. Prothro. Englewood Cliffs, N.J. Prentice Hall, 1959. 658p. 
$342 .73168 


McCahill, Tom. Today's sports and competition cars. Englewood Cliffs, 
N.J., Prentice-Hall £1959, 234p. 629 .228M121 


Singh, Nagendra. Nuclear weapons and international law. Published under 
the auspices of the Indian Council of World Affairs, New Delhi. 
London, Stevens, 1959. 267p. Law Lib. 


The Bookmark October, 1959 













Official Publications 


OF NEW YORK STAT 


(0 &O SFL 


Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 










*Available free to libraries within New York State, and on ex- 
change to libraries outside of New York State, from New York 
State Library, Gift and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York. 
Other publications may be obtained from issuing office. 





*AUDIT AND CONTROL, DEPT. OF. 
15p. 





Annual report, preliminary...1959. (1959) 












*CONSERVATION DEPT. Adirondack campsites, by W. D. Mulholland, Superin- 


tendent of Camps and Trails. (1959) 4lp. (Recreation circular 3, 
edition of 1959) 











* Adirondack canoe routes, by William G. Howard, M. F. (1959) 30p. 
(Recreational circular 7, edition of 1959) 
* Catskill campsites, by W. D. Mulholland, Superintendent of Camps and 

Trails. (1959) 2lp. (Recreation circular 4, edition of 1959) 





* Catskill trails, by W. D. Mulholland, Superintendent of Camps and 
Trails. (1959) 34p. (Recreation circular 9, edition of 1959) 





* The Fish and game law as amended to the close of the regular session. 
1958. 429p. 






* Hunting, trapping (and) fishing guide, 1958-59. (1959) 30p. 







* Public use of the forest preserve, by C. R. Pettis, F. E. (1959) 
17p. (Recreation circular 2, edition of 1959) 













* The Trails to Marcy (by) A. S. Hopkins. 
circular 8, edition of 1958) 


(1959) 23p. (Recreation 






* Division of Conservation Education. 
activities map, 1959. (1959) Map. 


Public campsite locations and 
(Information leaflet no. 16) 

















*DISCRIMINATION, STATE COMMISSION AGAINST. 
(1959) 7p. 





Greater Rochester takes a look. 






* Nonwhites in New York's four "suburban" counties; an analysis of 


trends. (1959) 19p. Mimeo. (Division of Research trend report no. 
3, June 1959) 


*EDUCATION DEPT. Division of Archives and History. Historical societies 
of New York State, May 21, 1959. (1959) 22p. Mimeo. 
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*EDUCATION DEPT. Research Division. An Inventory of school buildings and 
instruction rooms in New York State, June 1958, by Leo D. Doherty (and) 
Margaret A. Levis. (1959) 23p. Mimeo. 


*  __ «Size, cost and educational opportunity in secondary schools, by 
Gerald T. Kowitz, Associate in Education Research (Psychometrics) and 
William C. Sayres, Associate in Education Research (Social Science) 
May 1959. (1959) 7lp. Mimeo. 


*FLOOD CONTROL COMMISSION. (Annual) report, 24th...for the period April 
1, 1958 to March 31, 1959. (1959) 123p. (Legis Doc 1959 no. 42) 


*GOVERNOR (Nelson A. Rockefeller). Message...in relation to combating 
crime in New York State. (1959) 8p. (Legis Doc 1959 no. 52) 


* Message...in relation to continuation of rent controls. (1959) 5p. 


(Legis Doc 1959 no. 48) 


* _~Message...in relation to safeguarding labor union funds and eliminating 
financial abuses. (1959) Sp. (Legis Doc 1959 no. 54) 


* Message...in relation to stimulating construction of housing for 


middle-income urban residents. (1959) 6p. (Legis Doc 1959 no. 51) 


Message...recommending legislation in relation to slum clearance, 
rehabilitation and redevelopment. (1959) 4p. (Legis Doc 1959 no. 
47) 


*HISTORIC OBSERVANCES, TEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION ON. Year of history 
calendar of events. (1959) 80p. Mimeo. (Revised and corrected as 
of April 30, 1959 on information by county committees) 


*MENTAL HYGIENE, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 69th, of the...for the year 
ended March 31, 1957. 1958. 202p. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 104) 


NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY. Library Extension Division. Centralized proc- 
essing for systems of libraries. (1959) 28p. Mimeo. 


* How to start a public library. (1958) 27p. Mimeo. (Revised 
July 1958) 


*NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY AUTHORITY. Annual report, 9th...March 31, 1959. 
(1959) 75p. 


*SOCIAL WELFARE, DEPT. OF. Child detention care in upstate New York, 
December 1958. (1959) 48p. Mimeo. 


*STATE, DEPT. OF. Annual report...1958. (1959) 75p. (Legis Doc 1959 
no. 106) 
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“PUBLIC LIBRARY- 


‘ als | ‘8 For Your Information 


GENERAL NEWS 
Prepared by Ida M. Cohen, Reference, and Library Extension Staff 


Staff Notes: Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, State Librarian, attended the New 
York State Historical Association meeting at New Paltz, August 26-28. 

He spoke on the resources of the New York State Library in the field of 
Colonial History. — Mason Tolman, Reference Librarian, has been appointed 
by Commissioner of Education James E. Allen Jr. to serve a seven-year term 
on the Management Advisory Council of the State Department of Education. 

— Mr. Tolman is a faculty member of Russell Sage College, Evening Division, 
1959-60 session. Subjects of his courses are: "Europe Since 1914" and 
"American Government.'"' — Ernest H. Breuer, State Law Librarian, and Frank 
Waters, Law Librarian of the Court of Appeals, were appointed cochairmen 

of the Committee on Publicity of the American Association of Law Libraries. 
Two of their duties are to plan national publicity on a new Index to Foreign 
Legal Periodicals which will be published on a Ford Foundation grant under 
the auspices of the Association; and to plan international publicity for 

the International Association of Law Libraries organized at the recent an- 
nual meeting of the American Association in New York City. Both projects 
are to serve as links in a chain to help forge "World Peace Through World 
Law.'"' — Mr. Breuer attended an executive board meeting of the Law Library 
Association of Greater New York on September 10 to plan a Law Library In- 
stitute to be held in New York City, April, 1960. He will serve as director 
of the Institute. — On July 24 Florence Boochever spoke on "The New York 
State Scene in Books" at a workshop on The Empire State, conducted by 
William G. Tyrrell, Department historian, at State University College of 
Education at Cortland. — James McCue, formerly of the State Equalization 
and Assessment Board, has replaced James B. Webster as administrative 
assistant in the State Library. Mr. Webster left to accept a position with 
the Labor Department. — The Library Extension Division has three new Senior 
Library Supervisors: Mrs. Polly Anderson, who was head of Adult Services, 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore; Edwin Beckerman, Branch Librarian, 
Clason Point Branch, New York Public Library; and Mrs. Doris Watts, Young 
Adult Librarian, Long Beach, Calif. Public Library.—Eugene Smith, recently 
on the Albany Savings Bank staff, is now Junior Administrative Assistant. 

— New staff member in the Education Alcove is Joan Carpenter, whose grand- 
father, Peter Nelson, was formerly head of the Manuscripts and History 
Section, NYLS. — Eleanor Hall, recently a cataloger in the Technical proc- 
esses Section, has been transferred to the staff of the Manuscripts and 
History Section. — Two student librarians added to the staff are Saul 
Slatoff, in the Periodical Library, and Hugh Vrooman, in the Reference 
Library. 


Exhibits: The third "Reading Is Fun" exhibit sponsored by the Children's 
Book Council and the New York State Library is now ready for circulation 
to teachers’ colleges and other institutions in New York State. There are 
still some open dates available. Please write to Mason Tolman, Reference 
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Librarian, New York State Library. — Laura Greene, in charge of the ed- 
ucation collection, prepared and exhibited a group of books of interest 

to the Autumn Guidance Workshop of the New York State Association of Deans 
and Guidance Personnel on October 2-4 at Arden House, Harriman, N.Y. Mason 
Tolman attended the first meeting and talked about the services of the 
State Library. 


For Teachers: The Educational Tours Program of the New York State Library 
for groups of secondary school and college students has begun its fall 
season. Please schedule your group through the Reference Desk a week or 
two before you plan to bring them. 


Social Sciences Checklist Available: The Second Supplement to the New York 
State Library's Checklist of Books and Pamphlets in the Social Sciences 

has now appeared. It supersedes the first supplement and includes April 
1955 to December, 1958. Please write to Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange 
Section, if you wish copies. 


New Training Grant Winners Announced: Seven additional awards for profes- 
sionai training as public librarians have been made for the 1959-60 academic 
year. Dorothy Dralle of Watervliet is attending the library school at State 
University College of Education, Albany; Mrs. Lucretia Harrison of Port 
Washington, Andre Lorde of New York, John O'Brien of Rochester, and Malcolm 
Sheer of New York are enrolled at the Columbia University School of Library 
Service; and Francine Valvo of Jamestown and Mary Paliani of Rochester have 
entered the Syracuse University School of Library Science. Six other grant 
recipients who began their training last spring will also be completing 
their courses this semester at these schools or Pratt Institute. 


NYLA Highlights: Dr. Robert Fisher Oxnam, president of Pratt Institute, 
will be First General Session speaker at the NYLA conference in New York, 
Hotel Commodore headquarters, November 11-14. At the Friday night banquet 
Oscar Brand, well-known folk singer, will be the featured guest. 

A one-day workshop for all librarians of hospitals and schools in the 
State Department of Mental Hygiene will be held November 11 at Psychiatric 
Institute, New York City, with John Balkema, presiding. Heath Babcock, 
medical librarian, New York State Library, and other consultants will lead 
discussions on medical and nursing journals and serials. A union list of 
serials will be initiated. 


LOCAL ACTIVITIES 


Chenango. Afton Free Library, which last year celebrated its 25th anni- 
versary, now reports that the library has been moved to first-floor 
quarters in the village hall. — For the third year Avon Free Library 
had an attractive booth at the Avon Fair. 


Clinton-Essex. Sixty-nine children attended the party which closed the 
Plattsburgh Public Library's summer Reading for Fun program on August 
20. 


Dutchess. The Millerton Free Library and the Pine Plains have completed 
one cycle of a Book-Swap operation and, pleased with the success and 
economy of the project, have initiated the second phase with the pur- 
chase of $50 worth of books for each library on September 1. The pur- 
pose: to get double value from the book budgets. 
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Erie. Thomas L. Mayer, of the Buffalo and Erie County Public Library, 
retired in September. A professional engineer, Mr. Mayer joined the 
staff in 1929 to set up a Department of Technology and acted as its 
head until his retirement. 


Herkimer-Madison-Oneida. Librarians and trustees representing public li- 
braries in the Herkimer-Madison-Oneida area met in Utica on September 
22 to receive a report of a Study Committee which had been investigating 
the possibility of establishing a Cooperative Library System in the 
region. Leon Dapson, president of the C. W. Clark Memorial Library, 
Oriskany Falls and chairman of the Committee, presided. Five subregional 
meetings were planned to give all trustees of the area an opportunity 
to consider the Committee's recommendations, with a view to acting on 
them in the near future. 


Montgomery. Mrs. Leo Girard, librarian for 30 years of the Canajoharie 
Library and Art Gallery, was honored recently by trustees and officers. 
In recognition of her devoted and successful work, she was given an 
engraved, silver dish, presented by President of the Library Board 
William B. MacKenzie. 


Nassau. Mrs. Lillian C. Van Mater, director of the Hempstead Public Library, 
has been appointed director of the recently organized Nassau Library 
System. At the same time, the Board of Trustees announced that head- 
quarters for the System have been leased at 320 Fulton Avenue, Hempstead. 
Mrs. Van Mater will relinquish her post at the Hempstead Public Library, 
which she has held for the past 14 years, and take over her new duties 
on October 1. Prior to coming to Hempstead Mrs. Van Mater was director 
of the Forest Hills Branch of the Queens Borough Public Library. — Two 
hundred children read more than 1,800 books of literary merit during 
"My Trip to Alaska" summer reading game at the East Meadow Public Li- 
brary. — Mrs. Elizabeth F. Kelly, who retired from the directorship 
of the Freeport Memorial Library on August 1, was tendered a reception 
by the Friends of the Library to acknowledge her outstanding services 
to the community. She was given a check by the Friends, and a plaque 
by the Chamber of Commerce. 


New York. The centennial of the death of Washington Irving on November 
28, 1859 will be observed as the New York Public Library's part in the 
1959 "Year of History" celebration. The Fifth Avenue and Lobby exhibit 
cases will show from October through December letters, manuscripts, 
notebooks, journals, original drafts, rare editions and memorabilia of 
the nected writer about the Hudson Valley. 


North Country. Glenn S. Mallison has been appointed head of processing 
services for the North Country Library System. Mr. Mallison is a grad- 
uate of Earlham College and has his M.S. in Library Science from Syra- 
cuse University. He has worked in the New York and Rochester Public 
Libraries and since 1956 was librarian of the Herkimer Free Library. 


Onondaga. Townfolk and representatives of neighboring libraries attended 
the dedication of the new Brewerton Free Library on August 6. An open 
house was held during the day, with the formal exercises at night. Of 
field stone and block construction the attractive one-story structure 
became a reality through the generosity of local citizens and contractors 
aided by a grant from the Rosamund Gifford Fund. — Approximately 55 
trustees and librarians representing public libraries in Onondaga and 
Oswego counties met in the Syracuse Public Library on September 16 to 
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hear an explanation of the current laws under which library systems may 
be organized. Chester B. Ostrander, president of the Board of Trustees 
of the Southern Adirondack Library System, described the structure and 
services of that System. 


Orange. The Newburgh Free Library observed the Year of History by an ex- 
hibit of silver designed and created by local silversmiths; by a film 
showing of "Romance of Silver Design"; a book display, "Chats on Old 
Silver"; an exhibit of mannequins in costumes of the 18th and 19th cen- 
turies; and a summer reading program for children, "Our Empire State." 


Orleans. On July 1, The Yates Community Library of Lyndonville moved to 
new and larger quarters on Main Street. The new librarian is Mrs. Ida 
McCargar. Since moving, the library's circulation has more than doubled. 


Rockland. Mrs. Ernest Meyer is now head librarian of the Tappan Library, 
succeeding Mrs. Edwin Sutphin. Two new volunteer librarians, Mrs. Velma 
Stewart and Mrs. Frank Lier, have made possible the opening of the li- 
brary on Thursday evenings. — The Tappan Civic Association, which 
founded the library in 1956, has started a fund drive for the library 
by donating $25. 


. Lawrence. William C. Slemmer is the new librarian of the Massena Public 
Library. Mr. Slemmer is a graduate of Colby College, received his M.A. 
from Teachers College, Columbia University, and his M.L.S. from Simmons 
College. He has been a staff member of the Boston Public Library. — 
Yhe Friends of the Norwood Library and the Library Association have pur- 
chased a new set of the "Encyclopedia Britannica" for the library. 


Schoharie. Story hours for primary and intermediate groups of children 
under or over seven years of age were held at Schoharie Free Library 
during the summer. Attendance was good. 


Westchester. Katharine M. Holden, director of the Mount Vernon Public 
Library and presently part-time director of the Westchester Library 
System as well, will become full-time director for the System on Janu- 
ary 1, 1960. Muriel G. Batchelder, who has been assistant director, 
will be promoted to director at that time. — Rudi Weiss, formerly with 
the Brooklyn Public Library, began working for the System as technical 
services specialist on August 1. On September 1, Anne R. Izard, Assist- 
ant Branch Librarian of the Mosholu Branch of the New York Public Library, 
became the System's children's specialist. On October 1, Julia M. 
Losinski, Assistant Coordinator of Young Adult Work at Brooklyn, became 
young adult specialist and David Turiel, also on the Brooklyn Public 
Library staff, adult specialist. — Dorothy N. Lynch, formerly Coordinator 
of Adult Services at the Queens Borough Public Library, joined the staff 
of the New Rochelle Public Library on June 1 as audiovisual consultant. 
The New Rochelle Library has a special contract to provide audiovisual 
services to the System's member libraries. 


NEW LIBRARIANS IN THE STATE INSTITUTIONS: John Balkema, senior librarian 
of Psychiatric Institute, New York City, reports that Jean Einbeck and 
James Montgomery have recently joined the library staff. Miss Einbeck 
who came from New York University, Bellevue Medical Center, is Period- 
icals Librarian and Mr. Montgomery, formerly of Brooklyn Public Library, 
is Reference Librarian. — Mrs. James Chu (Drexel) and Norman R. Flores 
(Albany) have recently become librarians at Binghamton State Hospital 
and Central Islip State Hospital respectively. 
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STATE FAIR IS A FAMILY AFFAIR 
Library Extension Sponsors Booth in Women's Building 


On the invitation of Mrs. Helen B. Vandervort, director of Women's 
Activities at the New York State Fair in Syracuse, the Library Extension 
Division of the State Education Department planned and manned a booth from 
September 4-12, 1959. Related to the Fair's theme, "Opportunity," the 
project was designed to show the variety of the modern library's services 
and to give information to persons interested in fostering the development 
of libraries. Florence Boochever was in charge, aided by Mrs. Anne C. 
Hulst, Melvin G. Reed and Eugene Smith, the latter two on duty also on the 
bookmobile. 

Attendance at a planning meeting in the Harriet May Mills Building on 
July 17 enabled Miss Boochever to measure the space assigned and see its 
relation to the other exhibits. The building is mainly devoted to educa- 
tional organizations. A strategic position near the entrance was assigned. 
Conversation with experienced exhibitors revealed that an urgent problem 
would be staffing the booth from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. for the nine-day period. 
Fortunately, Dean Yenawine of the Syracuse Library School, was able to en- 
list the aid of five summer school students: Mary R. Ashmore, Mrs. Florence 
Cean, Ann Frazier, Mrs. Gertrude D. Hammond and Mrs. Laura Kibling. They 
enjoyed the experience and were a great help. 

A handsome poster, made by Mrs. Ruth M. Burch, staff artist, Education 
Department, set the theme of the display: "Opportunities in Libraries." 

Out of a futuristic sun emerged rays, pointing on one side to: Books, Maga- 
zines, Newspapers, Pamphlets, Picture Collections, Information; on the 
other, Films, Records, Talking Books, Story Hours, Discussion Groups, Mi- 
crofilms; reading at the bottom: for Careers, Recreation, Stimulation, 
Learning, Inspiration, Understanding, Bibliotherapy. The color scheme was 
dark blue and gold. Two tables were covered with blue velvet, bookends 
painted light orange and standing signs in blue on buff stock read: For 
Children, For Young Adults, For Men and Women, Official Publications New 
York State. We took along Caldecott and Newbery award books, "Book Bait" 
titles, very recent adult books, also pictures that may be borrowed, rec- 
ords, a Braille copy of Reader's Digest, a Talking Book machine with rec- 
ords and several bibliographies, including Science, American and World 
History and Citizenship Education for Junior and Senior High Schools. A 
pegboard effectively displayed some of our wares and colorful book jackets 
fanned out on either side of the main poster. We tacked up State Library 
posters, the "World of Books" scroll, a Book Week bookmark, a map showing 
library systems in New York State and a small poster reading, "See Bookmo- 
bile in Library Court." This was under the charge of Jack B. Spear, head 
of Traveling Libraries and Library for the Blind, and Silas Townsend, book- 
mobile librarian. Mr. Spear also brought along films which were shown in 
a special auditorium. We decided to dispense our giveaways discriminately, 
presenting Caldecott-Newbery bookmarks, book lists and folders to people 
who seemed really interested. At the Silver Anniversary luncheon at the 
Women's Building on September 9, 200 copies of the State Library brochure 
were distributed. 

It is a safe guess that not all of the more than half a million visitors 
to the Fair entered the Women's Building, but there were certainly thou- 
sands who milled past the Library Booth on their way in and out. Over the 
Labor Day weekend when attendance zoomed into the 90 thousands and the 
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temperature into the mid-90s, fashion shows had to be repeated, and from 
the sea of faces flowing past the booth would come an occasional remark 
about a title sighted. But at less hectic moments, there were many who 
asked about specific titles, often jotting them down; to express surprise 
that libraries stocked pictures and records and there was a great deal 

of interest in service to the blind. One little boy said: "Look, Daddy, 
this is a nice, quiet place -- just like a library." We had an extra chair 
so that parents carrying small children could rest a while, and inevitably 
we were asked to take care of a baby carriage and other parked articles. 
It was just like a public library because we had to answer all kinds of 
"Wheres?" and "Whens?", particularly when notables like Governor and Mrs. 
Rockefeller, Lieutenant Governor and Mrs. Wilson and the several queens 
and radio celebrities were due to appear. Fortunately, a bona fide In- 
formation Desk was around the corner to which we tyros referred folks for 
accurate directions. 

We were impressed by the family groups that appeared, the man often 
saying, "Look, there's that Freuchen that was on TV"--we had his Book on 
the Seven Seas on display. The women noticed especially Adventures in 
stitches, by Karasz and The magic of bringing up your children, by "Miss 
Frances,"' both books due for September publication. The boys leafed through 
Flattop and Pasternak. The girls were attracted to Betty Cornell's teen- 
age popularity guide. Most popular record was the one on learning Spanish. 
One man wanted to know if he could borrow Talking Books even though he 
wasn't blind. The folder explained eligibility. Small fry, often perched 
on their fathers' shoulders, were busy with cotton candy and young and old 
sported fantastic hats, which from time immemorial seem to transform the 
everyday into a gala occasion. 

Because the State Fair is the world in microcosm and almost every human 
activity from fly casting, boxing and racing to flower arranging, hand work 
and cattle showing is represented, books and libraries seem naturally to 
belong in the general picture. Ever so many people expressed pleasure at 
seeing us there, some told of their love and need of books, others asked 
how they might obtain a bookmobile. One lady from Madison County mourned: 
"Our children had nothing to read all summer." 

We welcomed this opportunity to represent the library in the community 
setting and to tell New York State families about our various services. 

In imitation of Mother Nature, we scattered seeds -- we hope that some 
will take root. F.B. 
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BOOKMOBILE MAKES SECOND VISIT TO STATE FAIR 


Just before the opening of the New York State Fair, the press across 
the country carried front page stories about the special airlift of Ameri- 
can books being rushed to the American National Exhibition in Moscow to 
replace those "lifted" by curious Russians from the shelves of the Delmar, 
N.Y. bookmobile on display there. These news stories were fresh in the 
minds of many State Fair visitors and undoubtedly increased the number— 
well into the thousands—who inspected the State's demonstration bookmobile 
parked serenely on a busy corner of beautiful Empire Court. For the past 
year this "Parnassus on Wheels" has been the public library for 32 small 
communities in the Southern Adirondack Library System, comprising Saratoga, 
Warren and Washington Counties. 

From the collection of 3,500 books on the bookmobile it was easy to 
display and feature titles carrying out the daily themes of the Fair. Judg- 
ing from the visitors' requests, most popular were "how-to-do-its", foreign 
language books, art folios and children's picture books. There was con- 
tinual amazement expressed at the great variety and scope of the books on 
the shelves. Also on display were magazines and music records which are 
regularly available for borrowing. J.B.S. 
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Animal stories make the world a zoo 

In which the fiercest animal is you. 

When the book says, Rain fell and thunder rolled, 
They shake, and huddle down against the cold. 

But when they turn the page and read, The sun 

Came out and all the clouds went, one by one, 

They looked up toward the light and smile for knowing 
They hold the sky in their hands, blue and blowing. 


No fierce ghost prowling through its haunted house, 
No golden nymph turned greenly into tree, 

No mouse changed into monster, back to mouse, 

No spook from caves, no demon from the sea, 

Has so intense and wild and lost a look 

As children holding in their hands a book. 


From "Book and Child", in Poems in praise, by Paul 

Engle, published by Random House, 1959; reprinted 

with permission. All rights reserved under International 
and Pan-American Copyright Conventions. 
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